8                              SGCIORELIGIOUS  CONDITION,

Su dra as distinct from these  classes  as  possible.    His

condition^ however, * was much better than slavery.    He

could choose his own master. The law against 'his
accumulation of- wealth could not have been strictly
carried out, as in the very book where that law
occurs* it is stated that his property should on his
death be shared by his children. His master could
punish him only as he could punish his son or pupil.
And, it is even enjoined that he is to be respected by-the
Dvijas (A'ryas) in his old age.*

It   was    not   long before   the   ascendancy   of  the
Brdhmans established  during the   last
ericd* ^^        Periad    was    disputed   by   the   other
classes   of   the   Aryan   society.    The
legends  representing  a   IJr^hman hero   (Rama Ja"mad-
agnya) as having exterminated the" Kshatriyas thrice
seven limes, and, subsequently, as himself vanquished
by the Kstntriya Rima, and various other legends,
indicate In unmistakable Language the contests that
went on between the Brdhmans and Kshatriyas
after the establishment of ^rahmanism. The compli-
cated and elaborate sacr'.iicial rites and ceremonies,
which were the characteristic features of th*_t religion,
formed, as we have seen, the chief basis of Brlhmanic
influence. But, the Upanishads now put forth the
doctrine of the superiority of spiritual knowledge to
sacrificial ceremonies
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